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Protecting	Our	Environment	
 
 
Mr GUYULA (Nhulunbuy): Madam Speaker, I am pleased to see the government work with rangers. It has 
taken a long time to increase the powers of ranger groups in our communities. Now the legislation has passed 
to allow rangers to apply to become conservation officers with greater powers. That is very important. 
 
I have to ask the question now: the law is there; is it happening? How many rangers from these communities 
are now in training? I am hopeful that the government is working across the Northern Territory to provide 
training in language for many of our rangers in this important work. I would like to see many rangers become 
conservation officers in my region. 
 
On the issue of climate change, I am concerned. As I said last week, people have been sharing stories of 
buffaloes that cannot manage the dry, hot weather dying before the rain comes. I mention the fire that was 
burning into the mighty Arafura swamp, burning for days into the ground. I share the concerns about climate 
change. What does it mean if the animals cannot survive the seasons? Is there a time when we cannot 
survive the seasons?  
 
One of my main concerns is government supporting fracking. This support will impact climate change. This 
support will impact whether my people can survive the seasons and live off the land. The decision risks 
power, water and our country. It is selling our water and our livelihoods to big businesses. I am told that in 
Victoria the government have banned fracking. In Tasmania, they have a moratorium on fracking until 2025. 
 
In England, last year the government stopped all fracking. They now have a moratorium on fracking until they 
are sure it is safe which means they do not believe it is safe right now. In Bulgaria, France, Ireland, Scotland, 
Germany, New Zealand, Spain, parts of the United States of America, they all have bans on fracking.  
 
A ban on fracking is what we expected of this Labor government. A ban on fracking, like many other places 
in the world who do not believe that fracking is safe. These countries will not risk their environment and their 
water and they believe that strong action is needed in relation to climate change. 
 
Strong action on climate change means that we do not support fracking and we move towards renewable 
energy. I support this government in making moves towards renewable energy. 
 
Communities in Arnhem Land and many other communities in the Northern Territory have clearly said that 
we do not want fracking. That is what people want to see here in this Chamber; a government that will protect 
our future. 
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